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U.S. Semiconductor Industry Employs Nearly 250,000 Workers
Total direct U.S. semiconductor employment is estimated at 242,337.2 This total –
based on official U.S. government statistics reported by the U.S. Bureau of Labor
Statistics (BLS) – comprises workers in all major occupations in the U.S. semiconductor
industry. The total includes BLS’s reported total for semiconductor employees in the
U.S. manufacturing sector, plus an estimate for the number of semiconductor workers
employed by semiconductor “fabless” firms, which BLS counts in the wholesale trade
sector, not the manufacturing sector.3
Compared to all other electronic component industries in the United States, the U.S.
semiconductor industry by far employs the greatest number of U.S. workers. In 2013,
total employment for all U.S. electronic component manufacturing industries,
including semiconductors, was 372,727.4 Of this total, semiconductor manufacturing
employment totaled 185,937, or 50 percent, by far the largest share of all U.S.
electronic component manufacturing industries (Figure 1). This total does not include
employees of fabless semiconductor firms, which design semiconductors but do not
manufacture them.
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Figure 1: Employment in the U.S. Electronic Component Industry, by Subgroups, 2013
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Source: BLS, 2015.

U.S. Semiconductor Industry Supports More Than 1 Million American Jobs

The U.S. semiconductor industry is responsible for creating more than 1 million jobs in other sectors of the U.S.
economy. It does this by creating indirect jobs through three main channels: 1) indirect employment in supplier
industries to the semiconductor industry, 2) employment created through re-spending effects of industry workers, and
3) government employment created by industry taxes. Employment in the U.S. semiconductor industry through these
three channels collectively accounts for 4.89 indirect jobs for each semiconductor job in the manufacturing sector.5

The employment multiplier for the U.S. semiconductor industry is relatively high compared to multipliers in other
industries. This means that the U.S. semiconductor industry has an outsized positive effect on job creation in other
sectors throughout the economy compared to many other industries. For example, for the construction industry the
employment multiplier is 1.90, for the automobile industry it is 4.64, for the communications industry it is 2.52, and for
the overall manufacturing sector it is 2.91.6
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